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azboeka

A
zboeka is a young publishing 

house with a clear mission: 

to bring outstanding inter­

national children's books 

and short stories for adults to the 

Netherlands. We focus on literature 

from Eastern Europe and the Nordic 

countries, written by authors with 

bold voices and new perspectives.

The power of literature
At Azboeka, we believe in the power 

of literature. That’s why we deliber­

ately choose unconventional stories. 

A great story is more than just words 

on a page—it takes you on a journey 

of discovery and offers joy, challenge, 

and connection. To us, literature is a 

guide, a bridge, and a mirror.

Building bridges
Literature does more than reflect real­

ity. We publish stories that transcend 

cultural boundaries, challenge per­

spectives, and offer fresh insights. By 

building literary bridges, we aim to 

foster deeper cultural understanding.

Children’s literature
Our books take children seriously—

without being moralistic—and encour­

age them to think critically. They 

spark the imagination, offering  

engaging stories to read independ­

ently or aloud. Through our books, 

children explore exciting ideas, and 

unique characters. And for those 

reading aloud? They’ll enjoy the  

stories just as much as the  

children.

Short stories for adults
But we don’t stop there. Azboeka also 

publishes short stories for adults—

stories that surprise, inspire, and 

challenge. These stories are filled 

with thought-provoking questions 

and often linger in the mind long 

after reading.

Azzzz… who? Azboeka!
Behind Azboeka are two women with 

a passion for language and storytell­

ing: Marjolijn Muntinga and Herma 

Dijkema. They translate, publish, and 

ensure that exceptional literature 

gets the attention it deserves.

Whether you’re a young reader or an 

experienced book lover, at Azboeka 

you’ll find stories that broaden your 

world.



D uring the war, a young girl and her family 

are forced to leave their home. In a foreign 

land, where everything is different, they try 

to create a new life. Despite the changes, they find 

comfort in a star-shaped lamp that lights up the 

window—just as it did back home.

Inspired by her own experiences, Anna Desnitskaya 

tells a poignant and heartfelt story of loss and hope 

in an uncertain world, brought to life with her 

powerful illustrations.Author: Anna Desnitskaya
Illustrations: Anna Desnitskaya

Dutch translation: Herma Dijkema 
& Marjolijn Muntinga

Release date: April 2025
Fiction | ages 6+

40 pp | 210 x 270 mm | hardcover
ISBN: 9789083520513

the star

Anna Desnitskaya is a talented illustrator and children’s book author.  
In 2018, she was nominated for the prestigious Astrid Lindgren  
Memorial Award. Following the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022, 
Anna and her family left Russia. After spending time in Israel, she now 

lives in Montenegro. In 2025 The Star was selected for The White Ravens.

“A beautiful tale of loss and adjustment; for those who have never  

had to leave home, perhaps a lesson in insight and empathy.  

Highly recommended for all collections.” 

School Library Journal (starred review)



A nna Starobinets’ Beastly Crimes Books 

blend vivid characters, sparkling humour, 

and sharp societal insights. These playful 

detective stories captivate both children and adults, 

tackling moral dilemmas and themes such as injus­

tice and corruption.

In the Far Woods, animals live by civilised rules—

until Rabbit is murdered. Chief Badger and his 

assistant, Badgercat, take on the case. All eyes are 

on Wolf, but is he truly guilty? As the case unfolds, 

more suspects emerge. What is the cunning coyote 

Yota hiding? Why is Mrs Rabbit acting strangely? 

Following the clues, the detectives uncover a shock­

ing truth… Nothing is as it seems.
Author: Anna Starobinets

Illustrations: Marie Muravski
Dutch translation: Herma Dijkema 

& Marjolijn Muntinga
Release date: March 2025

Fiction | ages 10+
112 pp | 145 x 210 mm | hardcover

 (e-book and audio book available)
ISBN: 9789083520506

in the wolf’s lair

“A great number of smart details, a funny 

dialogue, lively characters, a disturbing and 

arresting atmosphere – all in its place in the 

new detective series by Anna Starobinets.” 

Daria Wardenburg, Afisha 

BEASTLY CRIMES BOOKS - 1

Anna Starobinets is renowned for her mystery, horror, and science fiction 
stories. In 2009, motherhood inspired her to write books for younger readers. 
The Beastly Crimes Books (2019) became a huge success due to its lively 
characters and richly imagined world. Through playful storytelling, the 

series teaches children about the power of teamwork, as well as the  
importance of friendship and courage. Since February 2022, the author 

has been living and working in Georgia.



I n the second book of the Beastly Crimes Books, 

we are introduced to Hunting Farm, a mysteri­

ous estate on the edge of the Far Woods. While 

the forest animals live peacefully and have their 

own laws in the Far Woods, different rules apply 

at the Hunting Farm. A ruthless predator seems 

untouchable. He hunts chickens mercilessly and 

hatches a sinister plot to disturb the balance of 

peace in the forest forever. Chief Badger and his 

assistant Badgercat face an almost impossible task: 

unmasking this cold-blooded hunter and preventing 

disaster. There’s no time to lose—the very survival 

of the Far Woods is at stake.

a predator’s rights

Marie Muravski grew up in the Siberian town of Seversk 
and knew from an early age that she wanted to become an 
illustrator. Her digital artwork has a unique style, giving the 
impression of traditional, hand-crafted illustrations. Marie 

has brought Chief Badger, his restless assistant Badgercat, 
and the other characters of the Beastly Crimes Books to life. 

She currently lives and works in Scotland.

BEASTLY CRIMES BOOKS - 2

Author: Anna Starobinets
Illustrations: Marie Muravski

Dutch translation: Herma Dijkema 
& Marjolijn Muntinga

Release date: December 2025
Fiction | ages 10+

104 pp | 145 x 210 mm | hardcover 
(e-book and audio book available)

ISBN: 9789083520520



I n The Flat Rabbit, a dog and a rat come across 

a rabbit, pressed flat on the road. Awkward, 

curious and disarmingly earnest, they wonder 

what, if anything, they can do for her. Their quest 

becomes a tender, practical ritual—an attempt to 

give the rabbit an experience she never had in life. 

Told through minimalistic, pastel-toned images and 

only with few words, the book treats a raw subject 

with warmth, openness and a lightness of touch. 

Children and adults are invited to wonder together 

about loss, care and how we honour the dead—with­

out judgment or easy answers. First published in 

2011, The Flat Rabbit was shortlisted for the Nordic 

Council Children and Young People’s Literature 

Prize in 2014 and has since reached readers world­

wide through numerous translations.

the flat rabbit

Author: Bardur Oskarsson
Illustrations: Bardur Oskarsson

Dutch translation: Frida  
Johannessen

Release date: November 2025
Fiction | ages 4+

40 pp | 210 x 220 mm | hardcover
ISBN: 9789083520575

Bardur Oskarsson is a Faroese writer-illustrator known for picture books 
that pair dry wit with open-ended, thought-provoking storytelling. He 
debuted with Dog, Cat and Mouse (2004) and has since created a concise, 
distinctive body of work in which everyday encounters open onto big 

questions. The Flat Rabbit (2011) brought international attention,  
and The Tree won the Nordic Council Children and Young People’s  

Literature Prize in 2018.

“A masterwork of minimalist storytelling... full of 

quiet wit and wistful wonder.” 

Maria Popova, Brain Pickings

“A quietly profound new picture book” 

Maria Russo, New York Times

“Run, don't walk, to get a look at [The] Flat Rabbit. 

Be sure to look both ways before crossing the street ...

Hicklebee's Bookstore, San Jose, CA



M any Russian writers adored their four- 

legged companions, and dogs frequently 

played a significant role in their works. 

A Noble Breed, Those Dogs! presents a selection of 

Russian short stories that celebrate these beloved 

animals. Spanning from the late 19th century to the 

present, this collection features stories by authors 

such as Turgenev and Ulitskaya, offering not only 

a testament to the deep affection writers have for 

dogs but also a journey through the various genres 

of Russian literature. These stories reflect the evolv­

ing relationship between humans and their canine 

companions in Russian society over time and reveal 

how animals—dogs in particular—have been used by 

writers to subtly critique the world around them.

Above all, these are simply beautiful stories, each 

standing on its own.

Dutch translation: Roos Al,  
Christine Gardner, Herma Dijkema 

& Marjolijn Muntinga
Cover design: Polya Plavinskaia

Release date: November 2025
Fiction, short stories | 18+

232 pp | 130 x 210 mm |softcover
 (e-book and audio book available)

ISBN: 9789083520537

a noble breed, those dogs!

We [my dog and I] are alike;  

within each of us burns and glows the same flickering flame.

Ivan Turgenev, The Dog. Poetry in Prose (1887)

Dmitry Mamin-Sibiryak, Winter Hut on the Studyonaya (1885)

Ivan Turgenev, The Dog. Poetry in Prose (1887)

Vladimir Gilyarovsky, Man and Dog (1887)

Alexander Kuprin, The White Poodle (1903)

Fyodor Sologub, The White Dog (1908)

Teffi, The Dog (1910)

Ivan Bunin, Dreams of Chang (1916)

Yevgeny Zamyatin, Eyes (1917)

Varlam Shalamov, Tamara (1959)

Vasily Grossman, The Dog (1961)

Lyudmila Petrushevskaya, The Black Poodle (2002)

Lyudmila Ulitskaya, Woof-Woof (2019)



T he body can be observed and studied, but the 

soul remains elusive. Where does it begin, 

and where does it end? Does the soul truly 

exist, and can it survive beyond the body? Or are 

body and soul merely two sides of the same coin?

In this short story collection by the renowned 

Russian author Ludmila Ulitskaya, these profound 

questions take centre stage. We meet a variety of 

characters, including a woman who believes she 

can only take control of her life if she first controls 

her own death, and a librarian who realises that 

language is slipping away from her.

Through eleven compelling stories and two  

poems, Ulitskaya explores the boundaries of  

human existence, crafting a thought-provoking  

and moving atlas of the soul.

Author: Ludmila Ulitskaya
Dutch translation: Herma Dijkema 

& Marjolijn Muntinga
Cover design: Polya Plavinskaia

Release date: spring 2026
Fiction, short stories | 18+

155 pp | 130 x 210 mm | softcover
 (e-book and audio book available)

ISBN: 9789083520544

the body of the soul

Ludmila Ulitskaya (1943) studied biology and worked as a scientist 
before making her literary debut in 1992. Her novels often feature 
strong-willed women and explore controversial themes with empathy 
and insight. A staunch advocate of tolerance and openness, she is 

regarded as a moral beacon for independent-thinking Russians.  
Ulitskaya has received numerous prestigious literary awards and  

honours. In March 2022 she moved to Berlin. 

“[A] magnificent collection...[by] a writer of bound-

less tenderness.” - Geneviève Brisac, Le Monde

 

“Centrifugal, pensive, often elusive stories by one of 

the greatest living Russian writers (and leading 

anti-Putinist)... The stories are marvels of economy 

and the unexpected twist, each a memorable tour  

deforce... A welcome introduction to the short fiction 

of an essential writer.” - Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
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